
March 2018 Youth Newsletter 
Camp, New Beginnings, General Convention 
 
** Register for Camp now! 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
Episcopal Summer Mega Camp will be June 3-9, 2018, at Camp Wood YMCA. Camp is open to 
all those who have finished grades 3-12. 
 
Episcopalians have been attending Summer Camp the first week in June at Camp Wood YMCA 
for over 80 years. Camp Wood is accredited by the American Camp Association–a process that 
has over 300 safety and quality standards. There are separate age-appropriate Christian 
education, camp activities, and sleeping arrangements for all three age-groups, as well as 
healthy well-balanced meals with accommodations available for allergies. 
 
Camp Wood features a variety of activities such as horseback riding, archery, climbing tower, 
canoeing, kayaking, swimming, water slide, mud slide, arts and crafts, and sports. The volunteer 
Episcopal staff provides solid Christian education, featuring worship, music, small group 
discussions, and prayer. 
 
Registration fee will be $440/camper if registered by April 1, 2018. If you want to be 
considered for a scholarship, you must register by April 1. Payments are due by May 11. 
Registration will remain open until all beds are full. 
 
The camp theme this year is Beyond Belief which will help campers ponder the BIG questions 
about God. What if God is bigger than you ever imagined? What if hope was real? What if you 
could change the world? Campers will explore how God can be seen in the vastness of creation, 
the power of community, and even in their own hearts. They’ll also discover how God’s endless 
love launches amazing adventures and that God always has new mysteries to explore. 
 
More information and the online registration form is available here: 
https://edokyouth.wordpress.com/camp/  
 
Camp Wood Open House, Saturday, April 28, 1-5 pm or Saturday, May 5, 1-5 pm 
If you've got a brand-new camper attending camp, it can be helpful to visit in advance and tour 
the grounds. Camp Wood hosts an Open House each spring for just this purpose. Join us 
Saturday, April 28th from 1-5 pm for our free Open House. Visit with staff, tour camp and try 
favorite camp activities like archery and arts & crafts. Bring your family and spend the day 
getting to know Camp Wood YMCA! 
 
 
**New Beginnings registration is now open 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
New Beginnings is a weekend retreat focusing on the two greatest commandments: loving God 
with all of our heart, mind, and strength, and loving our neighbors as ourselves. The retreat is 



led by a team of youth and adults from around the diocese. Maggie Tyner and Carson Avery are 
serving as the youth rectors for this weekend. 
 
When: Friday, April 27, 7 pm to Sunday, April 29, 3 pm, 2018 
Where: Good Shepherd, Wichita 
Who: Students in grades 6-8 of the current school year are participants. 
Students in grades 9-12 can participate as staff and gain ministry and leadership experience. 
Fee: $50 
Priority Deadline: Friday, April 13 (fee increases $15 after this date) 
Registration forms: https://edok.formstack.com/forms/nb2018  
 
 
**Youth & College trip to General Convention of the Episcopal Church 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
Did you go to EYE and have a blast? Have you enjoyed Diocesan Convention? Do you like 
listening to a good debate? Are politics your ‘thing’? Do you consider yourself a “church-nerd”? 
Then attending General Convention of the Episcopal Church may be for you! The 2018 
Convention theme is: “The Jesus Movement: Loving, Liberating and Life-giving.” We will 
observe legislative sessions, attend hearings, and connect with other youth from around the 
US! Campus Ministry intern Dillon Green is leading this fun and educational trip. 
 
When: July 8-13, 2018 (Convention is July 2-13, 2018, so we will only be there for 3-4 days of 
the gathering) 
Where: Austin, TX 
Who: Students who have finished grades 9-12 and college-age students 
Fee: $375 
Preferred Deadline: April 1, 2018 (spots are limited, we will continue to accept registrations 
until they are full) 
Registration Forms: https://edok.formstack.com/forms/gc2018  
 
See more details and an approximate schedule on our web site: 
https://edokyouth.wordpress.com/general-convention/  
 
 
** Bishop search process is underway 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
The Search Committee is currently reviewing applications and conducting video interviews. 
They will then invite a group of semi-finalists to a discernment retreat in early June. The official 
slate of candidates will hopefully be announced to the diocese at the end of June. 
 
Mark your calendars! Youth and college students are invited to have supper with the bishop 
candidates during the walk-abouts. Gatherings will be held in each convocation October 1-4, 
2019, so that everyone in the diocese has the opportunity to meet the candidates and provide 



feedback to their parish delegates. Watch Facebook and this newsletter for more information 
as it becomes available. 
 
At camp, we will elect four high school youth to serve as delegates to diocesan convention. 
These delegates will get to vote on who our next Bishop will be! The election will take place at 
Grace Cathedral on Friday, October 19, 2018. The 10th Bishop of the Diocese of Kansas will 
then be consecrated on March 2, 2019. 
 
Prayer for the Search of the 10th Bishop of Kansas 
Gracious and loving God, thank you for the directing presence of your Holy Spirit upon those 
who have been set apart to discern your call of the 10th Bishop of the Diocese of Kansas. Look 
graciously on your people as we lift up the search process in fervent prayer. Guide us to the 
faithful pastor, who will nurture your people and cultivate the myriad gifts that abide in the 
people of this diocese. Empower this search with a spirit of joy and discernment as together we 
journey with Jesus the road ahead; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Safeguarding God's Children training must be taken by all those who work with children and 
youth in the church; and must be repeated every 6 years. 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
Safeguarding God's Children and Safeguarding God's People courses are available online. To be 
set-up to take the course online, e-mail Karen Schlabach at kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org, your 
name, parish, email and date of birth and she will send you instructions. Each person who takes 
online training must be set-up with an account to access the courses and later to verify that 
they completed the training. 
 
Michele Moss in the diocesan office keeps a list of everyone who has completed training and 
the date of completion. To check on yourself or someone else, e-mail her at mmoss@episcopal-
ks.org. 
 
 
** Stay in contact with Youth Ministry 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
Parents and youth can sign up to receive text messages from the Youth Missioner. These will 
include event registration reminders as well as spiritual encouragements. 
 
Parents and Youth, to sign-up, send a text message to 81010 and include as the body of your 
text one of the following codes: 
* High School Seniors and their parents send @edok2018 
* High School Juniors and their parents send @edok2019 
* High School Sophomores and their parents send @edok2020 
* High School Freshmen and their parents send @edok2021 
* 8th graders and their parents send @edok2022 
* 7th graders and their parents send @edok2023 



* 6th graders and their parents send @edok2024 
 
Parents, you can join as many lists as you want to make sure you get messages sent to all of 
your children. 
 
Not a parent or a youth? You can join by sending a message to 81010 with the code 
@edokother 
 
Are you a recent high school grad? Keep up updated on your whereabouts at this link: 
https://edok.formstack.com/forms/college_student_info_form (and feel free to "unsubscribe" 
from these e-mails at the bottom of this message if you no longer wish to be "in the know" 
about youth events). 
 
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/EDOKYouth  
Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/EDOK_Youth  
Watch us on Instagram at https://instagram.com/EDOKYouth/  
Sign-up to receive updates from our blog at http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/newsletter/blog-
2/  
 
 
** Upcoming Events and Deadlines 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
* Music Weekend, March 2-4, 2018 @ St. Francis, Overland Park, register by Feb. 23 
* New Beginnings, April 27-29, 2018 @ Good Shepherd, Wichita, register by April 13 
* Mega Camp, June 3-9, 2017 @ Camp Wood YMCA, register by April 1 
* MissionWichita, June 26-July 1 @ St. John's, Wichita, register by June 19 
* Youth & College trip to General Convention, July 9-13, Austin, TX, register by May 1 
* Happening #93, July 20-22, @ Grace Cathedral, Topeka, register by July 6 
 
Also check out the Google Calendar (https://edokyouth.wordpress.com/calendar/) on our web 
site! 
 
============================================================ 
Youth Missioner & Interim Campus Missioner 
Contact Information 
 
Karen Schlabach 
EDOK Youth Office 
10003 W. 70th Ter. 
Merriam, KS 66203 
 

913-708-5927 mobile/text 
kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org  
 
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com  
http://edokcampusministry.wordpress.com  


