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Music Weekend, These Are Our Bodies Workshop, Volunteer Reception, Youth Ministry 
Internship applications, Camp registration is open, update on the Bishop search 
 
 
** High School students invited to participate in music leadership weekend 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
What: Leadership games, hang-out time, and most importantly: time to practice playing and 
singing together! We’ll also provide music for Sunday morning worship at St. Francis! 
 
Who: High School students who are interested in playing at youth events (Junior high students 
may attend with Youth Missioner permission) 
 
When: Friday, March 2, 7 pm to Sunday, March 4, 11:30 am, 2018; New or younger musicians 
who want to try us out may choose to attend for Saturday only, 10 am to 5 pm (or if you can’t 
attend the whole weekend, this is also an option) 
 
Where: St. Francis, 17890 Metcalf Ave, Overland Park, KS (which has showers!) 
 
Cost: $20 ($30 after February 23); $10 for Saturday only 
 
Registration form: https://edok.formstack.com/forms/musicweekend18  Please register by 
February 23, 2018 
 
 
** Register for workshop on These Are Our Bodies 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
Samantha Haycock, co-author of the new "These Are Our Bodies: Talking Faith & Sexuality at 
Church & Home High School Leader Guide, Parent Book, and Participant Book" will lead this 
one-day workshop for children and youth ministers, volunteers, and anyone doing work in 
Christian Formation. The morning will focus on the Foundation Book's four themes: theological, 
ethical, biological, and practical. After lunch we will spend time on how we approach sexuality 
in ministry every week. 
 
Join us! Saturday, February 17, 2018, 9:30 am – 2:30 pm @ Upton Hall, Topeka. Overnight 
accommodations are available. The registration fee is just $15 and includes lunch. 
 
Register/RSVP here: https://edok.formstack.com/forms/recharge2018  
 
The foundation book can be purchased on Amazon.com at http://a.co/bholoTL as well as the 
leader guides, parent guides, and participant guides for Preschool & Elementary, Middle School, 
High School, and Young Adult age groups. 



 
Samantha Haycock is the Episcopal Lay Chaplain to the University of Arkansas and coordinates 
young adult ministries with St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Fayetteville. She holds a bachelor's 
degree in psychology and has a passion for spreading Jesus's call for social justice. Previously 
the Director of Children and Youth Ministry at Christ Church, Alameda, CA, she has been 
involved in diocesan sponsored youth events over the past decade including summer camps, 
Happening and the triennial Episcopal Youth Event. 
 
 
** Adult volunteers invited to Thank You reception 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Adults who have volunteered with Diocesan Youth Ministry in the last year are invited to a 
“Thank You” reception and networking opportunity. Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be provided. 
BYOB. Overnight accommodations available. Friday, February 16, 6:30-9 pm @ Upton Hall. 
There is no cost to attend, but please RSVP online: 
https://edok.formstack.com/forms/recharge2018  
 
 
** Summer Youth Ministry Internship Applications accepted through February 28 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
We need more faithful, committed, and talented leaders in both lay and ordained ministry. This 
internship seeks to equip and send a young disciple into the “harvest field” of youth ministry. 
Interns will assist with planning and leading Camp, MissionWichita, a trip to General 
Convention, and Happening. 
 
Who is the internship for? Episcopal college students and young adults who are interested in 
ministry. Students must have completed their first year of college before they can apply. 
 
Is it paid? YES! The intern is expected to work full-time for 10-12 weeks from mid-May to the 
end of July. Free housing may be arranged at the KU Canterbury House. Interns get two 
“personal days” during the summer that may be used with prior approval. 
 
How can I apply? Application packets and two references must be submitted by February 28 
each year.Click here for the Online Youth Ministry Internship Application 
(https://edok.formstack.com/forms/internship_application) 
 
 
** Camp 2018 registration is open! 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
Episcopal Summer Mega Camp will be June 3-9, 2018, at Camp Wood YMCA. Registration fee 
will be $440/camper if registered by April 1, 2018. If you want to be considered for a 
scholarship, you must register by April 1. Payments are due by May 11. Registration will remain 
open until all beds are full. 



 
The camp theme this year is Beyond Belief which will help campers ponder the BIG questions 
about God. What if God is bigger than you ever imagined? What if hope was real? What if you 
could change the world? Campers will explore how God can be seen in the vastness of creation, 
the power of community, and even in their own hearts. They’ll also discover how God’s endless 
love launches amazing adventures and that God always has new mysteries to explore. 
 
Watch your mailboxes! You should receive a brochure about camp soon if you haven't already. 
Consider sharing it with a friend or another family at church who hasn't been before! 
 
Register online at http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/camp  
 
 
** Bishop search process is underway 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
Nominations and applications for the 10th bishop of Kansas are now closed. Over the next 
several months, the Search Committee will be reviewing the applications they have received 
and conducting video interviews. They will then invite a group of semi-finalists to a discernment 
retreat in early June. The official slate of candidates will hopefully be announced to the diocese 
at the end of June. Those candidates and their spouses will then come to Kansas the first week 
in October and travel to each convocation to meet people in the diocese. Youth and College 
Students will have the opportunity to eat supper with the candidates in each convocation. 
 
At camp, we will elect four high school youth to serve as delegates to diocesan convention. 
These delegates will get to vote on who our next Bishop will be! The election will take place at 
Grace Cathedral on Friday, October 19, 2018. The 10th Bishop of the Diocese of Kansas will 
then be consecrated on March 2, 2019. 
 
Prayer for the Search of the 10th Bishop of Kansas 
Gracious and loving God, thank you for the directing presence of your Holy Spirit upon those 
who have been set apart to discern your call of the 10th Bishop of the Diocese of Kansas. Look 
graciously on your people as we lift up the search process in fervent prayer. Guide us to the 
faithful pastor, who will nurture your people and cultivate the myriad gifts that abide in the 
people of this diocese. Empower this search with a spirit of joy and discernment as together we 
journey with Jesus the road ahead; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
** Diocesan offices are moving to new space in February 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
In the next few days, the newly constructed space for the offices of diocesan staff members will 
be completed, inspected and released for occupancy. So plans are underway for staff to move 
into the new space next month. The move will occur from Feb. 15-20, and during that time, 
there will be some periods when staff won’t be available, both in person, by phone and by 
email. More details will be available closer to those dates. 



 
The Council of Trustees has announced that Karen Schlabach, who has been diocesan Youth 
Missioner since 2013, also is assuming the job of Interim Campus Missioner beginning Feb. 16. 
The Council had announced previously that the Reverend Betty Glover was leaving the position 
of Campus Missioner on Feb. 15 for a call to a parish in Fairbanks, Alaska. 
 
In this dual role Schlabach will be responsible for all aspects of youth ministry and campus 
ministry in the diocese, and she will be aided by a full-time professional program assistant, still 
to be hired. She will serve as Interim Campus Missioner for 24 months, and then the combined 
position will be reevaluated. 
 
Schlabach said, “I am grateful to the Council of Trustees for being willing to try out something 
new and entrusting this important ministry to me. I look forward to working with the Campus 
Ministry Council, peer ministers and campus interns in this new capacity. There’s somewhat of 
a natural flow between youth and campus ministry, and I am very excited about the 
possibilities.” 
 
She noted that she had worked with previous campus missioners in the past so believes that 
will give her a head start on the combined ministry. “I hope to be able to hit the ground 
running,” she said. 
 
Schlabach has two degrees from Kansas State University – a Bachelor of Science in Journalism 
and Mass Communications (1999) and a Master of Science in Student Counseling and Personnel 
Services (2001). She also worked for nine years as a university academic advisor and associate 
registrar. 
 
The Very Reverend Foster Mays, president of the Council of Trustees, said that Schlabach’s 
experience and administrative skills made this new configuration possible. “Karen has done a 
wonderful job leading our diocesan youth ministry, and the Council is certain she will do the 
same with campus ministry,” he said. “With the two programs joined together, this should offer 
our youth and young adults a more robust program and build a larger community across the 
diocese.” 
 
Canon to the Ordinary the Reverend Torey Lightcap said, “Karen already has distinguished 
herself as a highly capable diocesan Youth Missioner. She’s a thoughtful, faithful person who’s 
always listening for God’s will and voice, and she deeply loves the youth of this diocese. 
Campus and youth ministry are distinct in some ways, and related in others. But in all respects, 
I’ve never met someone who seemed so up for the challenge.” 
 
Safeguarding God's Children training must be taken by all those who work with children and 
youth in the church; and must be repeated every 6 years. 
 
Safeguarding God's Children and Safeguarding God's People courses are available online. To be 
set-up to take the course online, e-mail Karen Schlabach at kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org, your 



name, parish, email and date of birth and she will send you instructions. Each person who takes 
online training must be set-up with an account to access the courses and later to verify that 
they completed the training. 
 
Michele Moss in the diocesan office keeps a list of everyone who has completed training and 
the date of completion. To check on yourself or someone else, e-mail her at mmoss@episcopal-
ks.org. 
 
 
** Stay in contact with Youth Ministry 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
Parents and youth can sign up to receive text messages from the Youth Missioner. These will 
include event registration reminders as well as spiritual encouragements. 
 
Parents and Youth, to sign-up, send a text message to 81010 and include as the body of your 
text one of the following codes: 
* High School Seniors and their parents send @edok2018 
* High School Juniors and their parents send @edok2019 
* High School Sophomores and their parents send @edok2020 
* High School Freshmen and their parents send @edok2021 
* 8th graders and their parents send @edok2022 
* 7th graders and their parents send @edok2023 
* 6^th graders and their parents send @edok2024 
 
Parents, you can join as many lists as you want to make sure you get messages sent to all of 
your children. 
 
Not a parent or a youth? You can join by sending a message to 81010 with the code 
@edokother 
 
Are you a recent high school grad? Keep up updated on your whereabouts at this link: 
https://edok.formstack.com/forms/college_student_info_form (and feel free to "unsubscribe" 
from these e-mails at the bottom of this message if you no longer wish to be "in the know" 
about youth events). 
 
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/EDOKYouth  
 
Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/EDOK_Youth  
 
Watch us on Instagram at https://instagram.com/EDOKYouth/  
 
Sign-up to receive updates from our blog at http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/newsletter/blog-
2/  
 



 
** Upcoming Events and Deadlines 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
* These Are Our Bodies Workshop, February 17, 2018, 9:30-2:30 @ Upton Hall, Topeka 
* Music Weekend, March 2-4, 2018 @ St. Francis, Overland Park, register by Feb. 23 
* New Beginnings, April 27-29, 2018 @ Good Shepherd, Wichita, register by April 13 
* Mega Camp, June 3-9, 2017 @ Camp Wood YMCA, register by April 1 
* MissionWichita, June 26-July 1 @ St. John's, Wichita, register by June 19 
* Youth & College trip to General Convention, July 9-13, Austin, TX, register by May 1 
* Happening #93, July 20-22, @ Grace Cathedral, Topeka, register by July 6 
 
Also check out the Google Calendar (https://edokyouth.wordpress.com/calendar/) on our web 
site! 
 
============================================================ 
Youth Missioner Contact Information 
 
Karen Schlabach 
EDOK Youth Office 
10003 W. 70th Ter. 
Merriam, KS 66203 
 
913-708-5927 mobile/text 
** kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org  
** http://edokyouth.wordpress.com  


