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MIQRA (meek-rah) is the event most-often 
cited as the "favorite" youth event of the year 
outside of camp. It is a weekend retreat that 
focuses on the Bible and allows teens to 
discover what’s in it, why we should care, and 
how to read it. “MIQRA” is a Hebrew word, 
which means 
“reading,” and refers 
to the ancient Jewish 
practice of gathering 
at the local 
synagogue to hear a 
public reading of scripture.

Over the course of 72-hours, we will read the 
entire Bible out loud. While the reading is 
going on, youth play wacky games, have a 
movie night, worship with youth preachers 
and lectors,  hear presentations from 
awesome clergy and The Bishop, and attend 
engaging workshops on various Biblical 
topics.

Miqra cannot happen with the time and 
talents of many adults in the Diocese.
• Workshop Leaders: We would like to offer 8 

educational workshops at each Miqra 
location (Junior High and Senior High). This 
year, our education focus is on the New 
Testament. If there's something you are 
passionate about and could come do an 
hour-long workshop, we need you! You don't 
have to stay for the whole weekend, just join 
us for an hour or two.

• Readers: We start the reading on Friday at 
10 am while the youth are still in school. We 
need readers during the day on Friday and 
throughout the night. We could also use 
people to read during the wee-hours of the 
morning during the weekend (or supervise 
youth readers). We read the Bible during 
ALL HOURS of the day and night at Miqra. If 
you'd like to come down and read at 2 in the 
morning, or sit in the nave and listen to the 
reading for a couple hours supervising the 
youth, we could use the help! 

• Adult Leaders: We also need adults to stay 
with us for the whole weekend (overnight, 
too) and be family group leaders. These 
people get to participate in all the fun we 
have and build relationships with our 
awesome youth!

If you are available to help out, contact the 
Youth Missioner, Karen Schlabach, at 
913-708-5927 or kschlabach@episcopal-
ks.org.

Miqra is Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend, 
Jan. 18-20, 2014. Cost is $55 and the priority 
registration deadline is Mon., Jan. 6. 
Registration forms and more information are 
on our web site at: 
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/events-
programs/miqra/. 

We'd love to have you be a part of this unique 
and special weekend event!
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E.Y.E. SUPPORT NEEDED
Some experiences in life are exceedingly rare. If you miss them, you never get the chance to 
repeat them. Next summer, our high school youth will have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
attend the Episcopal Youth Event (E.Y.E.) being held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Because this 
event takes place only once every three years, most high school youth are eligible to attend E.Y.E. 
once in their lives. This event will bring together more than 1,500 youth and their adult 
chaperones from every diocese in The Episcopal Church. They will arrive from all across the U.S., 
Europe, Central and South America and from as far away as Micronesia and Taiwan.

If we want the number of youth in our parishes to grow, it is crucial for our youth leaders to be 
able to gather together with other young Episcopalians from around the world to learn, to laugh, 
and to serve. Our youth will gain a fresh perspective on the strength of The Episcopal Church and 
on the Christian faith itself. Attending E.Y.E. creates indelible memories which our youth will 
keep for the rest of their lives. 

E.Y.E. traditionally features nationally-known speakers, innovative worship experiences, a 
plethora of workshops, and this year it will include a pilgrimage to downtown Philadelphia to 
learn more about our colonial heritage. This trip will help cultivate the future leaders of our faith. 
I attended E.Y.E. as a youth and I can tell you my faith and commitment to The Episcopal Church 
were profoundly impacted.

The quality of this experience guarantees that it will not be inexpensive. The total cost (including 
registration fees and travel) is $650 per person for this five-day event. Our goal is to have 20 
youth representing the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas and, in order for us to reach that goal, we will 
need your help. Will you help make this rare experience affordable for our youth and their 
families? Will you help send a young person to the Episcopal Youth Event this summer?

To contribute to this valuable experience, please send a check made payable to the Episcopal 
Diocese of Kansas with “E.Y.E.” in the memo line.

Please mail your checks to:

            E.Y.E. Youth Fund
            The Episcopal Diocese of Kansas
            835 SW Polk St.
            Topeka, KS 66612-1688 

Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Youth who wish to sign-up for E.Y.E. can get more information on our web site: http://
edokyouth.wordpress.com/events-programs/eye/. Registrations must be received by March 1, 
2014, earlier is preferred as space is limited. 

Grace and Peace,
Karen Schlabach
Youth Missioner
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Youth Ministry internship applications now available
Do you know a college student interested in 
pursuing a vocation in ministry? Since 2005 the 
Diocese of Kansas Youth Program has engaged 
college students in youth ministry and 
vocational discernment through our summer 
internship program. Many of these students are 
now paid staff members and volunteers in 
parish youth ministries in our diocese.

We believe this internship is a powerful 
instrument of spiritual formation as well as a 
wonderful opportunity for vocational 
discernment. We need more faithful, committed, 
and talented leaders in both lay and ordained 
ministry. This internship seeks to equip and 

send a young disciple into the “harvest field” of 
youth ministry.
The Summer Youth Ministry Intern will:

1. Grow in Relationship with God.
2. Train in Ministry and Life Skills
3. Develop other young leaders
4. Do Ministry

The internship is for Episcopal college students 
who have completed at least one year of college. 
It is a full-time, paid position for 10 weeks. 
Applications are available online at http://
edokyouth.wordpress.com/leadership-training/
internship/ and are due February 28, 2014. 

New Beginnings Rector Applications 
due Jan. 17

Do you know a junior or senior in high school 
who loved going to New Beginnings as a 
middle schooler? We're looking for applicants 
to be rectors of the next New Beginnings on 
March 28-30 at Good Shepherd in Wichita. 
The application is online at http://
edokyouth.wordpress.com/events-programs/
new-beginnings/ Applications are due to the 
New Beginnings Coordinator, Teresa Rogers, 
while at Miqra or by Jan. 17. If you have 
more questions, contact Teresa using the 
information on the application.

YOUTH MINISTRY WISH LIST

Last month I sat down with a youth ministry 
colleague and came up with a list of items that 
would be helpful to youth ministry. Here we go:

• Board games

• Camp Scholarships

• Sharpies
• Bandanas

• Camp Scholarships
• iPad mount for microphone stand

• Logitech broadcaster Wi-Fi web cam

• Digital HD video camera and attachable 
microphone

• Portable PA system with iPod dock, guitar and 
microphone plug-ins

• High Definition computer projector (HDMI)
• Wholesome, Christian, positive adult role models 

to serve as Camp Counselors :)

• Camp Scholarships
• Prayers for youth and the people who work with 

them.

See more information about these items by 
searching for our Wish List on Amazon.com. You 
can find us under  "Episcopal Diocese of Kansas 
Youth Ministry" or with the e-mail address 
kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org. 

Youth pray on post-its at during an hour of silence 
ADVENTure, Dec. 7-8, at St. Andrew’s, Emporia.

http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/leadership-training/internship/
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/leadership-training/internship/
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/leadership-training/internship/
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/leadership-training/internship/
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/leadership-training/internship/
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/leadership-training/internship/
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/events-programs/new-beginnings/
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/events-programs/new-beginnings/
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/events-programs/new-beginnings/
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/events-programs/new-beginnings/
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/events-programs/new-beginnings/
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/events-programs/new-beginnings/
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/1400663
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/1400663
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
mailto:kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org
mailto:kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org


Upcoming Events and Deadlines

.. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....Miqra priority registration deadline	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Jan. 6

.. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....New Beginnings rector applications due	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Jan. 17

.. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....Miqra @ Grace Cathedral & St. David’s, Topeka          Jan. 18-20

... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....Youth Commission Meeting	 online or phone, 10 am-noon	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Sat., Feb. 1

... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....Summer Youth Ministry Internship applications due	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Feb. 28

..... ........ ..... .....Youth Commission Meeting @ St. Andrew’s Emporia, 10 am-noon    Sat., Mar. 8

..... ........ ..... .....New Beginnings staff day @ St. Andrew’s, Emporia, 1:30-3:30 pm    Sat., Mar. 8

... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....New Beginnings priority registration deadline	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	March 17

... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....New Beginnings @ Good Shepherd, Wichita	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	March 28-30

.. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....Recharge @ Upton Hall Conference Center, Topeka	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	April 25-26

Forms and more information available on our web site: http://edokyouth.wordpress.com 

Get ready for a fun summer!

. ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....Episcopal Summer “Mega” Camp @ Camp Wood YMCA        June 1-7
Priority registration deadline is May 9

...... ..... .....Episcopal Youth Event (EYE) @ Villanova University, Philadelphia, PA   July 9-13
Priority registration deadline is March 1

.... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....MissionPalooza @ St. Paul’s in Kansas City, Missouri        July 19-25
Priority registration deadline is July 7

Year-Round Health Form

We now have one form that is good for the whole year! Please make sure you complete this form 
for the first event you attend this school year (starting with Fall Fun Fest), and then you don’t 
have to again until September 2014. Each youth event will still have a short registration form and 
community covenant to sign.

We will ask at the start of each youth event if there have been any changes to your personal 
contact information, health insurance, medications, or emergency contacts. You can always 
submit a new form to keep us up-to-date. Make sure to include a photocopy of your insurance 
card!

Karen Schlabach
EDOK Youth Office
10122 W. 96th Ter.
Overland Park, KS 66212
913-708-5927 mobile/text

800-679-4214 fax
kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com
learn more: http://about.me/karen.e.schlabach 

YOUTH MISSIONER CONTACT INFO:
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