
Artificial Maturity

 WWW.EPISCOPAL-KS.ORG/YOUTH
DECEMBER 1, 2013

I heard a great presentation at the National Youth 
Workers Convention in October from Tim Elmore. 
It was called “Artificial Maturity, Helping kids 
meet the challenge of becoming authentic adults.” 
He spoke about how the current generation of 
youth is so very different than any previous 
generation:

1) They don’t need adults to get information. Our 
job as adults moves from giving information to 
interpretation, helping give context for 
information.

2) They can broadcast their every thought and 
emotion on Facebook or Twitter as soon as they 
have it. 

3) They enjoy external stimuli at their fingertips, 
24/7. The question is, do they enjoy internal 
stimuli? Can they self-motivate?

4) They are in social contact at all times, yet often 
feel isolation. They aren’t developing social 
skills. 

5) They will learn more from a portable device 
than in a class.

6) Adults have actually enabled them to be 
narcissistic, which is not necessarily bad, but 
they will need to know that while they are 
unique and one-of-a-kind, so is everyone else! 
They are not special, and they may have to 
work hard to get what they want. 

7) They use a phone instead of a wristwatch, 
camera, wall calendar and board game.

Elmore posits that adolescence is expanding on 
both sides, it is starting earlier and lasting longer. 
This is influenced by two realities:
1) Students are overexposed to information far 

earlier than they are ready.

2) Students are underexposed to life experiences 
far later than they are ready. 

Elmore explained that in the New Testament, two 
words are translated as “knowledge”:
1) ginosko: to be aware of, to be informed, to 

become acquainted, and
2) oida: to fully perceive and understand through 

experience
The technology age has brought us a plethora of 
ginosko, but our safety-conscious culture has 
limited the amount of oida our youth are getting. 

Our leadership in working with youth needs to be a 
combination of support and letting go, kind of like 
teaching a kid to ride a bike or tie their shoes. In 
grad school I learned this as Sanford’s student 
development theory of Challenge and Support (for 
a simple summary, see this blog: http://
imjoeboe.wordpress.com/2011/04/28/challenge-
support/).

You can also read more about this information in 
Tim Elmore’s books “Generation iY: Our last 
chance to save their future,” or “Artificial 
Maturity: Helping kids meet the challenge of 
becoming authentic adults” (both available on 
Amazon.com). He also has a series of books called 
“Habitudes: images that form leadership habits 
and attitudes” that might make a neat youth group 
curriculum. 

Grace and Peace,
Karen Schlabach
Youth Missioner
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Make sure you complete this 
form for the first event you 
attend this school year, and 
then you don’t have to again 
until September. Each youth 
event will still have a short 
registration form and 
community covenant to sign.

We will ask at the start of each 
youth event if there have been 
any changes to your personal 
contact information, health 
insurance, medications, or 
emergency contacts. You can 
always submit a new form to 
keep us up-to-date. Make sure 

to include 
a 
photocopy 
of your 
insurance 
card!

Year-Round Health Form

JOIN US FOR AN ADVENTURE IN DECEMBER!
The season of Advent always seems to be 
very crazy with the preparations for 
Christmas. During this retreat, we will spend 
a short amount of time in silence, learn more 
about Advent, make an Advent wreath, make 
gingerbread houses (out of graham 
crackers), watch a movie, and have fun!

ADVENTure is a retreat for youth in grades 
6-12, December 7-8 at St. Andrew’s in 
Emporia. The event begins at 1:30 pm on 
Saturday and ends after the 10:45 am 
worship service on Sunday. The priority 
registration deadline was Monday, November 
25. The registration fee is now $45. Forms 

are available at www.episcopal-ks.org/youth 
and will be accepted until Dec. 6. 

Miqra registrations now available

MIQRA (meek-rah) is a weekend retreat 
that focuses on the Bible and allows teens 
to discover what’s in it, why we should 
care, and how to read it. “MIQRA” is a 
Hebrew word, which means “reading,” and 
refers to the ancient Jewish practice of 
gathering at the local synagogue to hear a 
public reading of scripture.

Over the course of 72-hours, we will read 
the entire Bible out loud. While the 
reading is going on, youth play wacky 
games, have a movie night, worship, and 
attend engaging workshops on various 

Biblical topics. This year, our education 
focus is on the New Testament, and we’re 
currently looking for speakers and 
workshop leaders!

Miqra is Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend, 
Jan. 18-20, 2014. Cost is $55 and the 
priority registration deadline is Mon., 
Jan. 6. Registration forms and more 
information are on our web site at: http://
edokyouth.wordpress.com/events-
programs/miqra/ 
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Youth Ministry internship applications now available
Since 2005 the Diocese of Kansas Youth 
Program has engaged college students in youth 
ministry and vocational discernment through 
our summer internship program. Many of these 
students are now paid staff members and 
volunteers in parish youth ministries in our 
diocese.

We believe this internship is a powerful 
instrument of spiritual formation as well as a 
wonderful opportunity for vocational 
discernment. We need more faithful, committed, 
and talented leaders in both lay and ordained 
ministry. This internship seeks to equip and 
send a young disciple into the “harvest field” of 
youth ministry.

The Summer Youth Ministry Intern will:
1. Grow in Relationship with God.
2. Train in Ministry and Life Skills
3. Develop other young leaders
4. Do Ministry

The internship is for Episcopal college students 
who have completed at least one year of college. 
It is a full-time, paid position for 10 weeks. 
Applications are available online at http://
edokyouth.wordpress.com/leadership-training/
internship/ and are due February 28, 2014. 

Happening Reflections
Thank you to everyone who prayed and supported 
Happening #88. If you’d like to hear more about 
the impact of this event, check out the three 
reflections on the Youth Blog: http://
edokyouth.wordpress.com/newsletter/blog-2/

Happening #89 will be in Spring 2015. Youth 
rector applications will be due prior to Summer 
Camp.

YOUTH MINISTRY WISH LIST

The bishop asked that I create a Youth Ministry wish list so people know how they can help us out. Here we go:

• Board games
• Camp Scholarships
• Sharpies
• Bandanas
• Clear Plastic tubs (for storage)
• Camp Scholarships
• iPad mount for microphone stand
• Logitech broadcaster Wi-Fi web cam
• Digital HD video camera and attachable microphone

• Portable PA system with iPod dock, guitar and microphone plug-ins
• High Definition computer projector (HDMI)• Wholesome, Christian, positive adult role models to serve as Camp Counselors :)• Camp Scholarships

• Prayers for youth and the people who work with them.

See more information about these items by searching for our Wish List on Amazon.com. You can find us under  "Episcopal Diocese of Kansas Youth Ministry" or with the e-mail address kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org. 
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Upcoming Events and Deadlines

.. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....ADVENTure                    Dec. 7-8
St. Andrew’s, Emporia

.. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....Miqra priority registration deadline	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Jan. 6

.. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....New Beginnings rector applications due	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Jan. 17

. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....Miqra                      Jan. 18-20
Grace Cathedral & St. David’s, Topeka

..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....Youth Commission Meeting               Sat., Feb. 1
. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....Online or Phone                   10 am-noon

... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....Summer Youth Ministry Internship applications due	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Feb. 28

..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....Youth Commission Meeting               Sat., Mar. 8
.. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....St. Andrew’s, Emporia                 10 am-noon

... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....New Beginnings staff day                Sat., Mar. 8
.. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....St. Andrew’s, Emporia                 1:30-3:30 pm

... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....New Beginnings priority registration deadline	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	March 17

. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....New Beginnings                   March 28-30
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Wichita 

. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....Recharge                     April 25-26
Upton Hall Conference Center @ Grace Cathedral, Topeka

Forms and more information available on our web site: www.episcopal-ks.org/youth

Get ready for a fun summer!

. ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....Episcopal Summer “Mega” Camp @ Camp Wood YMCA        June 1-7
Priority registration deadline is May 9

...... ..... .....Episcopal Youth Event (EYE) @ Villanova University, Philadelphia, PA   July 9-13
Priority registration deadline is March 1

.... ..... ..... ..... ..... ........ ..... .....MissionPalooza @ St. Paul’s in Kansas City, Missouri        July 19-25
Priority registration deadline is July 7

Karen Schlabach
EDOK Youth Office
10122 W. 96th Ter.
Overland Park, KS 66212
913-708-5927 mobile/text

800-679-4214 fax
kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com
learn more: http://about.me/karen.e.schlabach 

YOUTH MISSIONER CONTACT INFO:
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