
The diocesan youth peer ministry program 
currently is accepting applications to join our 11 
current Peer Ministers. The Peer Ministry 
Program provides an opportunity for high 
school students in the Diocese of Kansas to grow 
in their faith, receive training in ministry and 
life skills, assume roles of liturgical leadership, 
welcome other students into the body of Christ, 
and develop other young leaders. 

Peer Ministers are encouraged to develop a 
practice of a personal daily devotional. They 
receive training in ministry through two yearly 
retreats in addition to the “hands on” training of 
assuming leadership responsibilities at diocesan 
youth events. Finally, peer ministers seek to 
“reproduce” leaders by mentoring peers and 
inviting them to partake in leadership.

Episcopal youth in the diocese wishing to 
become a Peer Minister should submit an 
application signed by their parish priest and 
include one letter of recommendation. 
Applications for 2013-14 are available on the 
diocesan youth web site: www.episcopal-ks.org/
youth/peerministry.html and are due August 
23. Once a student is accepted into the Peer 
Ministry program, they remain a peer minister 
until they graduate high school. If you have any 
questions about the peer ministry program 
please contact the Peer Ministry Coordinator 
Michael Funston mikeykfunston@gmail.com or 
Youth Missioner Karen Schlabach at 
kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org.
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Fall Fun Fest, Sept. 21-22 at St. 
Margaret’s in Lawrence, is one of our 
shorter events with just one overnight. It 
is geared to youth who have never been 
to a diocesan youth event and just want 
to check things out and for the friends of 
our “regular” attendees. We have fun 
games like an inflatable obstacle course, 
human hamster balls, bull-riding and 
sumo wrestling, listen to music, play 
games, do arts & crafts, and watch a 
movie. It’s a great way to see what our 
youth programs are all about: faith, 
fellowship and fun! 

Registrations are available online at 
www.episcopal-ks.org/youth/
fallfunfest.html. Cost is $40, and some 
scholarship assistance is available from 
the diocese, just ask! Register by Sept. 9, 
and remember to invite a friend!

Fall Fun Fest is just around 
the corner!
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Brand-new this year, 
Diocese of Kansas Youth 
Ministries has developed a 
health form and emergency 
contacts document that you 
only have to fill out once 
each school year. Complete 
this form for the first event 
you attend in the school 
year (hopefully that’s Fall 
Fun Fest!) and then you 

don’t have to worry about it 
again until next Fall! 

Each youth event will still 
have a short registration 
form and community 
covenant to sign, but we’ve 
cut the paperwork in half!

We will ask at the start of 
each youth event if there 

have been 
any 
changes 
to your 
personal 
contact 
information, health 
insurance, medications, or 
emergency contacts. You 
can always submit a new 
form to keep us up-to-date. 

SEND ME INFO ON OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADS

DIOCESAN CONVENTION YOUTH PAGES

NEW: Year-Round Health Form

I want to make sure I am doing what I can to keep in touch with our high school 
graduates and keep them connected to a local parish or campus ministry. Just because 
they’ve graduate from Youth Ministries, doesn’t mean I don’t want to hear from them 
ever again! If you have students who recently graduated from high school, I’d 
appreciate knowing what college they went to (or if they chose another post-graduate 
option), what their mobile phone and e-mail address are so that I can keep in touch. 
Just send me the information at kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org. Thanks!

Youth in grades 8-12 are invited to be pages at Diocesan 
Convention, Oct. 25-26, in Topeka. Pages pass out and 
collect ballots during the business session of convention. 
Youth are also needed to be acolytes at the convention 
opening Eucharist on Friday morning at Grace Cathedral. 
Youth and college students together offer a Taize service on 
Friday night after the banquet.  This is a great opportunity 
to see some of the inner workings of the Episcopal Church 
and meet other youth and adults from around the diocese. 
Youth stay overnight at Grace Cathedral and all meals are 
provided. Please register by Sept. 23. Registration 
forms can be printed from the Diocesan Youth web site 
www.episcopal-ks.org/youth on the forms page. 
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Upcoming Events and Deadlines

..... ..... ..... ..... ..... .....Youth Commission Meeting      Sat., Aug. 17
.. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... .....St. Andrew’s, Emporia        10 am-noon

..... ..... ..... ..... .....Peer Ministry applications due		 	 	 	 	 Fri., Aug. 23

.... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... .....Peer Ministry retreat        Sept. 6-7
St. Andrew’s, Emporia

..... ..... ..... .....Fall Fun Fest registration deadline	 	 	 	 Sept. 9

. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... .....Fall Fun Fest           Sept. 21-22
St. Margaret’s, Lawrence

... .....Diocesan Convention registration deadline	 	 Sept. 23

..... ..... ..... ..... ..... .....Youth Commission Meeting      Sat., Oct. 12
.. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... .....St. Andrew’s, Emporia        10 am-noon

..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... .....Happening Staff Day        Sat., Oct. 12
.. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... .....St. Andrew’s, Emporia        10 am-noon

..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... .....Diocesan Convention        Oct. 25-26
Grace Cathedral & Topeka Capital Plaza Hotel

.. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... .....Happening #88          Nov. 8-10
St. Thomas, Overland Park

Forms and more information available on our web site: 
www.episcopal-ks.org/youth

INVITE ME TO YOUR PARISH

Is your youth group or Sunday school having a kick-off 
event? How about ‘youth Sunday’ or a pageant or special 
ceremony involving youth? Please let me know about 
these important events in the lives of our youth, because if 
my schedule allows, I’d love to be there for it! 

I’m also happy to make a special trip to your parish to 
assist with training of new Sunday school teachers or 
youth group volunteers. Also remember, there’s a sample 
‘youth worker guide’ on the “Resources” page of the youth 
web site. 

I’m here to support the clergy, youth ministers, and 
volunteers of the parishes, so just let me know how I can 
help. 

Grace & Peace,
Karen Schlabach

YOUTH MINISTER
SPOTLIGHT

Name: Andrew Joseph Vining

Title: Youth Minister and Director of 
Communications, St. Michael & All Angels 
Episcopal Church, Mission, KS (It’s my 
first year in the job and I love it!) 

Nicknames: Drew

Astrological sign: Taurus

Favorite ice cream: Moosetracks or 
cookies-and-creme

Favorite Bible story: 
David & Goliath

Favorite worship service: 
midnight Christmas eve

Favorite worship song: Pharoah, 
Pharoah or Brother, Let Me Be Your 
Servant

Favorite thing about the 
Episcopal church: It’s always there, no 
matter where you are in the world 
(Wichita, Manhattan, Kenya, Washington 
DC, Texas, Kansas City)

Happening I went through: #63, 
IYQYQR

Favorite Prayer: Dinner prayer



The popular Episcopal 
Youth Event (EYE) will be 
held at Villanova University 
in suburban Philadelphia, 
PA. Slated for July 9-13, 
2014, EYE14 is being 
planned in partnership with 
the Diocese of Pennsylvania.

“Villanova University offers 
a scenic setting, with ample 
facilities for all the activities 
we are planning for EYE14,” 
Bronwyn Clark Skov, 
Episcopal Church Youth 
Ministries Officer, 
explained.  “Villanova is 
well known for its 
academics as well as its 
athletics, and its prime 
location near public 
transportation makes it an 
ideal place for our 
gathering.”

The 2014 event marks the 
twelfth EYE, which is held 
every three years. EYE 
2014 is geared for youth in 
grades 9-12 during the 
2013-2014 academic year 
and their adult leaders. The 
last EYE, held in 2011 at 
Bethel University in St Paul, 
MN, had over 1,100 
attendees. 

Skov said that the planning 
team has met; activities, 
topics, themes and worship 
services are being 
addressed, “We are very 
fortunate in the Episcopal 
Church to have youth who 
are bright, energetic and full 
of love for Jesus. This EYE 
Mission Planning Team 
exemplifies all that is good 

and right with the Church 
and with our faith.”

We ask your ongoing 
prayers for the EYE 2014 
Mission Planning Team as 
we continue to pray for each 
other and to pray for 
everyone who will be 
participating in the next 
EYE.

The Diocese of Kansas will 
be taking a group of 10-20 
youth to this event. Watch 
this newsletter for more 
details as they become 
available! 

2014 Episcopal Youth Event (EYE14)

Karen Schlabach
EDOK Youth Office
10122 W. 96th Ter.
Overland Park, KS 66212

913-708-5927 mobile/text
800-679-4214 fax
kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org
www.episcopal-ks.org/youth

YOUTH MISSIONER CONTACT INFO:

“Diocesan delegations should 
represent all aspects of the 
diocese: ethnic, 
socioeconomic, and cultural 
diversity, and a range of 
liturgical and theological 
expressions. They should be 
able to handle traveling away 
from home, honoring the 
community covenant, 
participating in all aspects of 
the event, and taking their 
learning home to their 
diocese, congregation and 
community.”
-Bronwyn Clark Skov,
Episcopal Church Youth 
Ministries Officer
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